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Community Description

Regional Context

Ingham Township is located in the south-east quadrant of Ingham County, Michigan.
The original Township boundaries were surveyed by Joseph Wampler in 1824, and
settlement began in the area in the late 1830s. The Township of Ingham was formed by
an act of the State legislature on March 11, 1837, with the first annual town meeting
held on April 2, 1838. The Township is bordered by Vevay Township to the west,
Wheatfield Township to the north, White Oak Township to the east, and Bunker Hill

Township to the south.

The only significant population center within the township is the Village of Dansville.
Located near the center of the township, Dansville lies on M-36 about 7 miles southeast
of Mason and is home to about 23% of the population. The township is predominantly
rural and agricultural in nature. The township extends to 20,557 acres (more than 99.9%
of which is land, with less than 0.1% water) while Dansville represents about 620 of

those acres.

Demographics

When determining the need for and most desirable characteristics of future parks, it is
important to understand the population being served. The table below contains key
population characteristics for the Village of Dansville, Ingham Township, Ingham County

and Michigan.
Village of Ingham Ingham Michigan
Dansville Township County
Population 563 2,452 280,985 9,883,640
estimate
Median age (in 33.4 40.7 31.4 38.9
years)
% population 34.4% 29.8% 26.7% 26.8%
under 19
% population 65 8.3% 11.9% 10.5% 13.8%
and older
Average 2.92 2.86 2.36 2.49
household size
Median household $57,083 $68,458 $45,679 $49,576
Income
High school 93.1% 93.1% 91.8% 89.6%

graduate or higher

Source: American Factfinder website, based on the “Profile of General Population and

Housing Characteristics: 2010 Demographic Profile Data”.
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Natural Resources

Topography and Land Use

Influenced by glacial activity in the past, Ingham Township’s predominantly flat nature
lends itself to agricultural activity. Land use in Ingham Township is as follows:
agriculture, 56%; residential, 30%; public, 14%; and, commercial, less than 1%. The
average elevation in the Township is 854 feet above sea-level.

Wetlands and Watershed

Ingham Township is located within the Huron River Watershed, which extends from
Ingham County through Livingston County. The entire watershed feeds the Huron River,
which traverses through south east Michigan and empties into Lake Huron.

Soils

Soils vary widely across the Township, ranging from loamy sands on higher land to
fibrous peat, muck, and soft clay in the poorly drained low lying marsh areas. The most
extensive concentrations of mucky soils (unsuitable for development) are in the
northeastern, southeastern, and southwestern areas of the Township. The Township
has approximately 540 acres of wetlands, representing approximately 2.6% of its land
area.
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Administrative Structure

Organizational Chart

The organizational structure of Ingham Township is depicted in the chart below. The
Township currently does not operate any parks or recreational facilities.

Inghham Townghin

1420 Johnsons St., PO Box 238
Dangville, MJ 48819-0238
517.623.0008 tele 517.623.0262 fax
www.inghamtownship.com

Township Board
Supervisor, Clerk, Treasurer; (2) Trustees

l

Fire Department
Chief (officers Board chair)
Assistant Chief (officers soard)
Captain(s) (officersBoard)
Lieutenant(s) (officersBoard)

Secretary (officers Board Secretary), Safety Officer, Training
Officer, Engineer, Firefighter, MFR

—
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Board of Review

Zoning Commission

Board of Appeals

Chairperson Chairperson Chairperson
Secretary Secretary Secretary
(2) Members (3) Members (2) Members

Custodial, Maintenance,

Employees

Election Staff

March 17, 2014
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Inventory

Ingham Township Parks and Recreation Facilities

The Township does not currently operate any parks or recreation facilities. It does,
however, own 15 acres of land due south of the high school’s football field complex on
Jackson Street that were gifted to it by the Freer family in 2016, for development into
the Township’s first park. It is that donation that has precipitated the preparation of this,
the Township’s first Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

Other Parks and Recreation Facilities in Ingham<owaship

Dansville Village Park (centrally located on Dakin Street in the Village of Dansville) is
approximately 3 acres in size and includes a small pavilion with picnic tables, a
basketball court, restrooms, a small playground area and one baseball/softball field.

About 62.6% of the 4,800 acre Dansville State Game Area (DSGA), approved as a
Pittman-Robertson land acquisition project area in 1940 and operated by the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources, lies within the Township. The DGSA is managed to
provide quality habitat for wild turkey, white-tailed deer, cottontail rabbits, and wood
ducks, and to host recreational opportunities associated with these species.

Park Facilities Surrounding la@han¥Township

Although parks and recreation facilities within Ingham Township are currently sparse,
there are many neighboring communities offering park facilities to the general public.
These include Rayner Park in Mason and White Oak Township Park. The Township is
also served by the various Ingham County park facilities, e.g., Burchfield, Hawk Island,
and Lake Lansing North and South.
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Public Input

Public input is essential to the formulation of parks and recreation goals and objectives
and helps community leaders determine the needs of their residents based on their own
expressed desires. To comply with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources’
Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation Open Space and
Greenway Plans, Ingham Township County offered several opportunities for public
input as well as a 30-day period for review of and comment on the draft plan.

Community Survey

Background

In March of 2017, a paper survey was mailed to all 951 households in Ingham Township
and the Village of Dansville. The survey was titled “Ingham Township Parks and
Recreation Survey” and was accompanied by a letter describing the Freer family’s gift to
the township and the associated need to develop a parks and recreation master plan. A
pre-paid return envelope was provided. Sixteen surveys were returned as undeliverable.
Of the 289 completed surveys, 280 were usable generating an effective response rate
of 29.9%.

The survey contained a series of questions about park visitation, recreation
participation, and desires for a new Township park, as well as basic demographic
information. A blank copy of the survey is provided in Appendix One and numeric
responses to all questions are presented in tabular form.in Appendix Two.

Respondent Characteristics
In this subsection respondents’ basic demographic characteristics are summarized.

Location of Residence: Just over one-fifth (22%) of respondents resided in the Village of
Dansville, with the other four-fifths residing in other parts of Ingham Township.

Age: More than one-half of respondents were aged 51-70 years old, another 19% were
aged 41-50; combined this total of 71% compares to the 44% of the township’s
population that falls'in the 40-69 age bracket as of the 2010 census. In contrast, only
4% of survey participants fell in the 18-30 age bracket, compared to an estimated 10%
of the population. The survey only targeted those over the age of 17 and thus youth
opinions were not captured.

Gender: As is typical in mail surveys, females were somewhat over-represented,
accounting for 57% of respondents in comparison to 50% of the population.

Household Composition: The typical household consisted of two adults and no children

(based on modal responses). Responding households ranged in size from one adult to
eight adults (mean 2.0) and from no children to six children (mean 0.8).
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Participation in Outdoor Recreation

In this section the frequencies with which respondents visit area parks, recreation and
athletics facilities, and participate in a variety of individual outdoor recreation activities at
area parks and recreation facilities, are summarized.

Frequency of Visitation to Area Parks, Recreation and Athletics Facilities: Respondents
were presented with a list of five local parks, recreation and athletic facilities and asked
how frequently they visit each (choices ranged from never to (almost) every day).

¢ Nearly one-fifth of respondents indicated that they use facilities at Dansville
schools (almost) every day; another 8% use these facilities about once a week,
17% about once a month, and 24% about once a year.

e Though only one respondent indicated that (s)he uses Dansville Village Park
(almost) every day, about 5% use these facilities about once a week, 20% about
once a month, and 28% about once a year.

e Nearly 53% of respondents use Rayner Park in Mason about once a year (20%
about once a month and 24% never).

e Approximately one half of respondents never.use Dansville Village Park,
Dansville State Game Area, or White Oak Township Park.

Activities Engaged In: Respondents were presented with a list of ten popular outdoor
recreation activities and asked how frequently they‘engage in each at parks and
recreation facilities in the local area (choices ranged from never to (almost) every day).

e By far the most popular activity among respondents was walking (engaged in
(almost) every day by 16% of respondents, about once a week by 21% and
about once a month by 20%).

e The only other activities engaged in (almost) every day by more than a handful of
respondents were dog walking (7%) and running (4%).

e Though the highest proportions of respondents were likely to never engage in
playground activities (49%), to hunt/fish (68%), or to swim (66%), about 15% of
respondents indicated that they participate in each of these activities about once
a month.

e Just over 41% of respondents picnicked once a year and nearly 26% went tubing
or sledding with the same frequency.

e The vast majority of respondents never played disc golf (90%) or went cross
country skiing (88%).

Preferences Regarding Dansville’s New Park

In this section respondents’ preferences regarding the activities and facilities they would
like to see provided in Ingham Township’s new park are described. Respondents were
asked to rate a predetermined list of activities/facilities and also offered the opportunity
to list other activities/facilities in an open-ended format.
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Desired Activities/Facilities: Respondents were presented with a list of twelve outdoor
recreation activities/facilities and asked to indicate which they would like to see provided
in Ingham Township’s new park. Whilst respondents were asked to rate each item on a
5-point scale from 1 = not at all to 5 = very much, some respondents did not rate each
item, rather they simply marked those they would most like to see with an x. The table in
Appendix Two therefore includes two sets of numbers and percentages, excluding and
then including those incorrectly marked responses (based on the assumption that an x
indicated a 5). In either case, respondents’ preferences were quite clear, with paved
trails, picnic areas and playgrounds being the three most desired amenities. The least
amount of interest was indicated for disc golf. In other cases, e.g., a dog park, opinions
were quite split. Opinions regarding athletic facilities such as baseball/softball fields,
basketball courts, soccer/football fields and tennis courts were also relatively divided.

Use of New Park: The expected frequency of use of'a new park in Ingham Township
(assuming it contained the facilities most important to the respondent and his/her family)
was rather high. Though only 2% of respondents indicated that they would visitevery
day, 34% anticipated visiting multiple times a week, 23% about once a week and 15%
about once a month. The responses therefore suggest that the new Freer Park could
attract several thousand visits each week.

Accessing New Park: Respondents were asked how they would most likely get to the
new park (again assuming it contained the facilities:-most important to the respondent
and his/her family). Though asked toonly check one answer (of walk, bike, drive, or |
wouldn’t visit) many respondents checked two or more transportation options. Driving
was the most common response (selected by 63% of respondents as a single response
as well as 7% in addition to biking, 1% with walking and 3% with walking and biking).
The likelihood of @as many as three-quarters of visitors arriving by car has important
implications for the provision of adequate parking spaces at the park.

Park Open House

On August 3 2017 an open house was held from 5pm to 7pm for any Township resident
interested in learning more about the parks master planning process and the
Township’s plans for Freer Park. The open house was attended by three individuals.

Public Review and Public Meetings

After a first draft of the plan was completed it was made available for public review for at
least 30 days beginning on January 29, 2018. The draft's availability was publicized on
the Ingham Township website, via social media, and in the township office, and hard
copies were made available upon request. A public meeting to discuss the draft was
(will be) held on February 28, 2018. Members of the public were (will be) invited to
provide feedback and comment at this meeting.
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Goals, Objectives and Action Plan

The responses obtained from the community survey served as an important source of
information when developing the goals and objectives of this Master Plan. The 2018
Ingham County Comprehensive Parks Master Plan and the Ingham County Trails and
Parks Comprehensive Report were also used to guide their development, with the intent
of aligning the Township’s activities with those of the county as and when appropriate.

The goals and objectives stated are followed by more specific actions or tactical items
that will enable the Township to move toward achieving its parks and recreation aims.
The actions articulated are not meant to be exhaustive; rather, they reflect a feasible
listing of activities as of the writing of the plan and should be revised and updated on an
annual basis or whenever circumstances substantially change. In particular, actions are
likely to be heavily dependent on the availability of funding, and additional projects may
arise that were not originally anticipated when this plan was written.

Goal 1: Establish (develop and open) Ingham Township’s first public park (Freer
Park) (by 2019).

The land that will become Freer Park was donated to the Township in 2016. Design and
velopment of that land and opening of the park is the Township’s top priority over the
next few years.

Objective 1a: Ascertain the community’s needs and desires in a new township park.

e The community-wide survey detailed in this plan serves as an important starting
pointin this process.

e Hire a consultant to prepare a design and conduct engineering work for the park,
to include the three most desired facilities as noted in the above survey (paved
trails, picnic areas and playground facilities).

Objective 1b: Obtain sufficient funding to support development of this new park.

e Investigate a variety of options including the State of Michigan (e.g., via Michigan
Department of Natural Resources), community foundations, private corporations,
and individuals.

e Establish a schedule of application deadlines for 2018 through 2023.
e Hire a consultant to assist with the preparation of funding requests.

Objective 1c: Develop an ongoing maintenance plan (with budget) for the park.
¢ |dentify the most appropriate entity or individual (e.g., township employee,

contract with local company) to conduct maintenance activity.
e Establish a line item for parks maintenance in the Township budget.
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e Consider the formation of a Friends group, or a partnership with an area service
organization, to assist with implementation of the maintenance plan.

Goal 2: Support the development of a public parks and trail system throughout
Ingham Township that provides safe and barrier-free access to all residents and
enhances the community’s quality of life.

Parks and trails serve as natural gathering places and non-motorized transportation
routes for a community, and provide free or inexpensive recreation opportunities that
promote physical activity and improve mental and physical health. They can also help
instill a sense of place and increase community pride. It is therefore important that
Ingham Township provide and improve park and trail facilities to enrich residents’ quality
of life. The parks and trails system should be designed to serve the full range of
preferred uses/activities, ages and ability levels represented throughout the community
(including adherence to Americans with Disabilities Act(ADA) guidelines whenever
possible). Recognizing the Township’s limited resources, partnerships and other
collaborative arrangements should be used wherever possible to maximize return on
these efforts.

Objective 2a: Establish a Township Parks and Trails‘Committee.

e Restructure and expand the existing Township Parks Committee to incorporate a
focus on trails.

¢ Invite a representative group of members of a variety of ages and abilities from
the Village of Dansville as well as more rural parts of the Township.

Objective 2b: Conduct a feasibility study to determine the potential locations of new
public parks and trail routes throughout the county.

e Consider the Ingham County Trails and Parks Millage as a potential source of
partial funding for this study.

e Liaise with adjoining Townships and consider their existing or planned trail routes
so as to maximize regional linkages beyond the Township.

Objective 2c: ldentify sources of funding to support parks/trails development and
maintenance.

e Investigate a variety of options including the State of Michigan (e.g., via Michigan
Department of Natural Resources and Michigan Department of Transportation),
Ingham County Trails and Parks Millage, community foundations, private
corporations, and individuals.

e Establish a schedule of application deadlines for 2018 through 2023.

e Hire a consultant to assist with the preparation of funding requests.
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Goal 3: Increase awareness of Ingham Township’s public parks and recreation
opportunities among residents and visitors.

Objective 3a: Install directional signage to identify the location of Freer Park.

Objective 3b: Create and regularly update a parks and recreation page on the
Township’s website.

Objective 3c: Create and regularly update a social media presence, e.g., via a
Facebook page.

Objective 3d: Promote these sites via Township communicationsand local institutions,
e.g., Dansville schools, Capital Area District Library = Dansville branch.

Objective 3e: Partner with/join the Greater Lansing Sports Authority and Greater
Lansing Convention and Visitors Bureau.
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Appendix A
Copy of Community Survey

Q&
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Ingham Township Parks and Recreation Survey

Do you live in? Please check one.

How frequently do you visit the following parks, recreation or athletics facilities?
Please check one response per row.

Dansville Village
Park

Dansville State
Game Area

Rayner Park,
Mason

White Oak
Township Park

Dansville Schools

Never

O

O

year

@)

@)

Village of Dansville

About once a About once a
month

About once
a week

@)

O

Ingham Township

(Almost)
Every day

)

)

How often do you participate in the following individual outdoor recreation activities at area

parks and recreation facilities? Please check one response per row.

Walking

Running

Dog walking

Disc golf

Picnics
Tubing/sledding
Cross country skiing
Playground activities
Hunting/fishing

Swimming
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Never

O O 0O o o o o o o o

About once
a year

@)

O O o o o o o o

About once
a month

O

O O o o o o o o

About once
a week

O

O O O o o o o o

(Almost)
Every day

)

O O 0O 0O o o o o o
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Survey continues over the page ...

Which of the following activities/facilities would you like to see provided in Ingham Township’s
new park? Please rate each activity/facility from 1 (not at all) to 5 (very much).

__ Dog park ___ Picnic area __ Outdoor fitness equipment
_____Horseshoes _____Volleyball court ______ Basketball court

____ Paved trails _____ Baseball/softball field ______Soccerffootball field

__ Playground __ Discgolf ___Tennis court

What other activities or facilities besides those listed above wouldyou like to see provided in
Ingham Township’s new park?

If Ingham Township’s new park contained the facilities-most important to you and your family,
how frequently do you think you would use the park? Please check one.

_____Everyday ____Every other month
_____ Multiple times a week _____Once every six months
_____About once a week _____/Once a year
______About once a month £ Never

If Ingham Township’s new park contained the facilities most important to you and your family,
how would you.most likely get to the park? Please check one.

Walk Bike Drive | wouldn’t visit

Into which of these age brackets do you fall? Please check one.

18-30 41-50 61-70
31-40 51-60 71+
What is your gender? Male Female
How many adults and children live in your household? Adults Children (under 18)

Please enter a number for each category.

Thank you for participating in this survey! Please return the survey in the pre-paid envelope
provided, or return it to the Ingham Township offices at 1420 Johnson St.
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Appendix B
Survey Results

Q&
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Ingham Township Parks and Recreation Survey Results

Question 1 — Do you live in Village of Dansville or Ingham Township?

Village of Dansville 57
(22.3%)

Ingham Township 199
(77.7%)

Question 2 — How frequently do you visit the following parks, recreation or

athletics facilities?

Never About once | Aboutonce | Aboutonce (Almost)
a year a month a week Every day

Dansville Village 125 73 52 13 1
Park (47.3%) (27.7%) (19.7%) (4.9%) (0.4%)
Dansville State 138 73 35 14 8
Game Area (51.5%) (27.2%) (13.1%) (5.2%) (3.0%)
Rayner Park, 65 146 56 10 0
Mason (23.5%) (52.7%) (20.2%) (3.6%) (0.0%)
White Oak 141 77 29 21 1
Township Park (52.4%) (28.6%) (10.8%) (7.8%) (0.4%)
Dansville Schools 83 65 47 22 53

(30.7%) (24.1%) (17.4%) (8.1%) (19.6%)
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Question 3 — How often do you participate in the following individual outdoor

recreation activities at area parks and recreation facilities?

Never About About About (Almost)
once a once a once a Every day
year month week

Walking 70 45 53 56 43
(26.2%) (16.9%) (19.9%) (21.0%) (16.1%)

Running 190 21 20 24 11
(71.4%) (7.9%) (7.5%) (9.0%) (4.1%)

Dog walking 181 16 30 22 18
(67.8%) (6.0%) (11.2%) (8.2%) (6.7%)

Disc golf 233 16 8 1 0
(90.3%) (6.2%) (3.1%) (0.4%) (0.0%)

Picnics 112 110 38 6 0
(42.1%) (41.1%) (14.3%) (2.3%) (0.0%)

Tubing/sledding 180 67 12 2 0
(68.4%) (25.5%) (4.6%) (1:5%) (0.0%)

Cross country 233 20 9 2 0
skiing (88.3%) (7.6%) (3.4%) (0.8%) (0.0%)

Playground 128 55 51 24 6
activities (48.5%) (20.8%) (19.3%) (9.1%) (2.3%)

Hunting/fishing 154 46 44 19 3
(57.9%) (17.3%) (16.5%) (7.1%) (1.1%)

Swimming 175 31 39 18 3
(65.8%) (11.7%) (14.7%) (6.7%) (1.1%)

2/1/18

Page 19 of 22



Question 4 — Which of the following activities/facilities would you like to see
provided in Ingham Township’s new park?

1 2 3 4 5 n
Not at all Very much
Dog Park 86 18 1 17 40 162
(53.1%) (11.1%) (0.6%) (10.5%) (24.7%)
86 18 1 17 67 189
(45.5%) (9.5%) (0.5%) (9.0%) (35.4%)
Horseshoes 59 30 38 20 18 165
(35.8%) (18.2%) (23.0%) (12.1%) (10.9%)
59 30 38 20 37 184
(32.1%) (16.3%) (20.7%) (10.9%) (20.1%)
Paved trails 27 10 18 25 96 176
(15.3%) (5.7%) (10.2%) (14.2%) (54.5%)
27 10 18 25 156 235
(11.5%) (4.3%) (7.72%) (10.6%) (66.4%)
Playground 34 15 23 27 80 179
(19.0%) (8.4%) (12.8%) (15.1%) (44.7%)
34 15 23 27 129 228
(14.9%) (6.6%) (10.1%) (11.8%) (56.6%)
Picnic Area 20 14 36 18 91 179
o (11.2%) (7.8%) (20.1%) (10.1%) (50.8%)
20 14 36 18 151 239
(8.4%) (5.9%) (15.1%) (7.5%) (63.2%)
Volleyball 56 30 32 27 22 167
Court (33.5%) (18.0%) (19.2%) (16.2%) (13.2%)
56 30 32 27 42 187
(29.9%) (16.0%) (17.1%) (14.4%) (22.4%)
Baseball/ 69 22 27 20 30 168
Softball Field (41.1%) (13.1%) (16.1%) (11.9%) (17.9%)
69 22 27 20 54 192
(35.9%) (11.5%) (14.1%) (10.4%) (28.1%)
Disc Golf 91 20 28 1 16 166
(54.8%) (12.0%) (16.9%) (6.6%) (9.6%)
91 20 28 1 30 180
(50.6%) (11.1%) (15.6%) (6.1%) (16.7%)
Outdoor 70 23 34 15 29 171
Fitness (40.9%) (13.5%) (19.9%) (8.8%) (17.0%)
Equipment 70 23 34 15 60 202
(34.7%) (11.4%) (16.8%) (7.4%) (29.7%)
Basketball 52 25 29 31 34 171
Court (30.4%) (14.6%) (17.0%) (18.1%) (19.9%)
52 25 29 31 66 203
(25.6%) (12.3%) (14.3%) (15.3%) (32.5%)
Soccer Field/ 77 24 27 22 16 166
Football Field (46.4%) (14.5%) (16.3%) (13.3%) (9.6%)
77 24 27 22 32 182
(42.3%) (13.2%) (14.8%) (12.1%) (17.6%)
Tennis Court 66 23 29 27 26 171
(38.6%) (13.5%) (17.0%) (15.8%) (15.2%)
66 23 29 27 48 193
(34.2%) (11.9%) (15.0%) (14.0%) (24.9%)
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Question 6 — If Ingham Township’s new park contained the facilities most
important to you and your family, how frequently do you think you would use the

park?
Never | Once a Once Every About About Multiple Every
Year every 6 other oncea | oncea times a day
months month month week week
25 11 12 20 41 68 93 7
(9.0%) | (4.0%) (4.3%) (7.2%) | (14.8%) | (24.5%) | (33.6%) (2.5%)

Question 7 — If Ingham Township’s new park contained the€ facilities most
important to you and your family, how would youimestdikely gette the park?
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Walk 31
(11.1%)
Bike 11
(3.9%)
Drive 178
(63.6%)
Walk and Bike 5
(1.8%)
Walk and Drive 5
(1.8%)
Walk, Bike and Drive 8
(2.9%)
Bike and Drive 20
(7.1%)
| wouldn’t visit 20
(7.1%)
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Question 8 — Into which of these age brackets do you fall?

18-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-70 71+
12 34 55 77 65 35
(4.3) (12.2%) (19.8%) (27.7%) (23.4%) (12.6%)
Question 9 — What is your gender?
Male Female
104 151
(40.8%) (59.2%)
Question 10 — How many adults and children liwesin your hQusehold?
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 8
Adults 0 46 197 27 4 1 0 1
(0.0%) | (16.7%) | (71.4%) | (9.8%) | (1.4%) | (0.4%) | (0.0%) | (0.4%)
Children 172 34 37 26 5 0 2 0
(62.3%) | (12.3%) [(13.4%) | (9.4%) | (1.8%) | (0.0%) | (0.7%) | (0.0%)
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